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1
Introduction

This booklet contains funding information for disabled students who are studying at the further education (FE) level ie post-16 education not taught in a school and is below degree level. Skill’s information booklet Applying to further education gives more details about the types of FE courses available.
Skill also has information booklets on Scotland: Opportunities at 16 and Funding for Disabled Learners from Scotland, which can be accessed on the Skill Scotland website at www.skill.org.uk/scotland/info.asp.
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General funding for students

Fees

· In England, Wales and Northern Ireland you can get free education up to the age of 19. 

· In Scotland, you can get free education up to the age of 18. 

Fee reductions or fee waivers 

You should be eligible for a fee waiver (ie you will not have to pay tuition fees), if you are aged 19 or over and fall into one of the following categories: 

· you are getting a means-tested state benefit, such as Income Support, Housing Benefit, Council Tax Benefit, Income-based Jobseekers’ Allowance (JSA) or Pension Tax Credit;

· you or your partner are getting Working Tax Credit (WTC) and your household income is less than £15,050;

· you are getting Child Tax Credit and another means-tested benefit or your partner is receiving WTC;

· you do not receive a wage and are a dependent on someone who is getting means-tested benefits; 

· you are taking a course in adult basic skills or English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL); or

· you are an asylum seeker, or a dependent of one, who is getting a means-tested benefit.

Sometimes individual colleges will waive or reduce the fees for students who do not meet the above conditions but who find it difficult to afford their course fees (such as those in receipt of Incapacity Benefit or over 65 years old). This is discretionary so you should speak with the Student or Learning Support 
Co-ordinator at your college to find out if you might be eligible.
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Disability-related support and funding 

How colleges are funded

Local FE and sixth form colleges in England, Wales and Scotland are independently run, and are sometimes called ‘sector’ or ‘maintained’ colleges. They get most of their funding from government agencies. 

In England, FE colleges get the majority of their funding from the Learning and Skills Council (LSC). Before giving funding to a college, the LSC inspects the college to make sure the college is providing for the needs of students with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. The funding agency for FE in Wales works in a similar way and is known as the National Council for Education and Training. 

In Scotland, FE colleges get funding from the Scottish Funding Council (SFC). The SFC must attend to the needs of disabled students, and college management boards have a legal duty to make sure local disability provisions are made. 

In Northern Ireland, colleges manage their own budgets, but are have to present development plans to the Department for Employment and Learning (DEL). Colleges must review strengths and weaknesses in current disability provisions and identify improvements to be made. An Additional Support Fund is available to enhance provisions already made by colleges for individual disabled students. 

Support for disabled students

Colleges can use their funds to provide general resources for use at the college, for example additional teaching for dyslexic students, an interpreter for deaf students, materials in alternative formats, and specialist computer software. Therefore, you can generally expect your disability-related needs to be met by the college. 
If you need specific equipment, such as a computer, this may be supplied for use at the college but will remain the property of the college and you will not be able to take these items home. If you need specialist equipment for home use, you may wish to gain funding from a charitable trust (refer to section 5 Other funding).

FE courses at HE institutions

Some FE courses take place at universities rather than at FE colleges. Universities can access additional funding for disabled FE students in exactly the same way as FE colleges; therefore, if you are taking an FE course at an HE institution you are still eligible for disability-related support.

Assessment of needs

Some students have a Statement of Special Educational Needs whilst studying at school. When you become 16 years old, the Statement will only be valid if you stay on at school. If you move into further education, an Assessment of needs replaces the Statement. The Learning and Skills Act 2000 (which covers England and Wales) says that in the last year of compulsory education, a transition review (known as the Section 140 assessment) must be carried out for all learners under 19 who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs and who are likely to undertake a FE course. This review sets out the student’s learning needs and how those needs will be met. It is good practice for students without a Statement to also have a transition review but this is not compulsory.

Students between the ages of 19 and 25 may also have an assessment whilst they are undertaking an FE course or if they are likely to start one, regardless of whether or not they have had a Statement in the past. According to the Learning and Skills Act 2000, the Learning and Skills Council must ‘have regard’ to what these assessments say and to the needs of disabled students. 

Disability Discrimination Act

Under the Disability Discrimination Act Part 4, it is unlawful for education providers to treat disabled people ‘less favourably’ than non-disabled people. Colleges are also required to make reasonable adjustments to ensure a disabled student is not placed at a ‘substantial disadvantage’. Please refer to Skill’s information booklet Disability Discrimination Act (1995) A guide for disabled people for further information.
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Transport to and from college

There are several organisations involved in the provision of transport to and from college for all FE students aged 16-19 years old who need it.

England and Wales 

Local authorities (LAs, formerly local education authorities) 

Under Section 509 of the Education Act 1996, local authorities must ensure that students are not disadvantaged from attending college because of transport difficulties.  Local authorities and their partners are encouraged to provide transportation support to disabled students until at least the age of 21, and ideally up to 25. LAs must consider your individual circumstances before refusing to help with transport costs on policy grounds. Contact your local authority to find out what transport support they provide, or visit the website www.dfes.gov.uk/financialhelp/16-19transport. 

Social Services 

Social Services also have the power to pay for transport to and from college. This is stated in Section 2 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970. However, Social Services are allowed to take their resources into account when deciding whether to provide services, including transport.
Learning and Skills Council (LSC)

The college may be able to apply to the Learning and Skills Council to fund transport or to provide assistance to help meet travel costs. When considering whether or not to provide funding, the LSC must consider the needs of disabled people and how their disability might affect their ability to attend a course.
The Student/Learning Support Officer at your college may be able to help organise travel or help you apply for the college’s Learner Support Fund (refer to section 5 Other funding).

Scotland 

You need to contact your college to find out if you can get help with travel costs through a bursary or Special Education Needs Allowance. College staff can advise you about their specific arrangements. Colleges are allowed to take into account the income of the student and/or their parents when working out how much bursary to give.

Northern Ireland 

Every case regarding transport to and from college will be considered on an individual basis. Further information is available from your local Education and Library Board (ELB). 
Disability Discrimination Act 

The government is aware there is a gap in the provision of transport to and from college for disabled students. Under the Disability Discrimination Act Part 4, institutions are required to make reasonable adjustments to ensure that disabled students can study at the same level as non-disabled students. In the Code of Practice that accompanies the Act, the provision of transport has been cited as one of the adjustments that could be considered to be reasonable in certain situations.
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Other Funding

Education Maintenance Allowances (EMAs) 

The EMA is a weekly allowance that aims to encourage more young people to stay in FE once their compulsory schooling ends. The allowance is available in England, Scotland and Northern Ireland to young people who are starting year 12 or are 16 years old, to help with course related costs for travel, books and equipment. 

The amount you get is either £10, £20 or £30 per week, depending on your household income. You might also be eligible for a £100 bonus if you remain on your course and make good progress with your learning. To find out more visit the website www.dfes.gov.uk/financialhelp/ema (England), www.emascotland.com (Scotland) or www.emani.gov.uk (NI).  More details are also available from your local school, college, Connexions/careers service, LA or jobcentre (in Northern Ireland).

EMA funding is also available to students on an LSC-funded Entry to Employment (E2E) course or on a course that leads to an apprenticeship. 

Learner Support Funds (England and Wales) 
These funds are available from your college to help with various expenses, such as transport to and from your college if you experience difficulties, childcare and related transport costs, books and equipment, travel expenses associated with course field trips, or accommodation costs if you have to take a course that is a considerable distance from home. 

You should contact your Student Support or Welfare Officer for help in applying. Each college has its own policy for awarding the funds. If you are still unable to meet your needs after getting help from the Learner Support / Hardship Fund, you might be able to get further support through sponsorship, bursaries, educational trusts, charities or local authority awards.

Assembly Learning Grant (Wales)

Students from Wales who experience financial difficulty can apply for an Assembly Learning Grant of up to £1,500 to help pay for books, equipment, travel and possibly childcare. The amount of support you get depends your family’s residual income which must be less than £16,065 per year. You must also be over the age of 18 and taking an FE course that leads to a nationally recognised qualification.  It will not affect any means-tested benefits that you receive. Apply to your local authority (LA).  

Individual Learning Accounts (Scotland)

This is available to part-time students in Scotland whose income is below £15,000 per year or are claiming certain means-tested benefits. Students contribute a minimum of £10 per course and then can claim a maximum of £200 per year through the ILA per course. If income is above £15,000 a year, you can get a maximum of £100 per year for certain computer courses. Visit the ILA Scotland website www.ilascotland.org.uk or contact Learndirect Scotland for further information (Refer to section 9 Useful contacts).

More details can also be found in Skill’s information booklet Funding for disabled learners from Scotland.
Individual Learning Accounts (Wales)

This is a grant for individuals from Wales who are 18 and over with no or low qualifications, regardless if they are unemployed or employed.  Depending on the cost of your course and personal circumstances, you might be eligible to receive £100 to £200.  For more information visit the ILA Wales website www.ilawales.com or contact Learn Direct (Refer to section 9 Useful contacts).  

Adult Learning Grant (England)

This is a means-tested allowance of up to £30 per week for adults aged 19-30 years and studying full-time for a first full level 2 qualification or for a first level 3 qualification. This new grant is being piloted in ten areas, with plans for the grant to become a national programme once the pilot project has been evaluated. To find out if your area is one of those participating in the pilot or to find out if you are eligible to apply, contact your local college, LearnDirect or visit the ALG website (Refer to section 9 for contact details). 
Loans 

Students in FE are not eligible for loans under the Student Loan Scheme. Some colleges may offer a loan as part of their Access Fund provision or their own student support funds. You could also apply for a loan from your own bank or building society, but it is wise to consider repayment arrangements very carefully before doing this. 

Career Development Loans 

A loan of between £300 and £8,000 can help you pay for course fees and course-related expenses for up to two years of vocational course (plus an additional year if the course includes practical work experience).  The Learning and Skills Council (LSC) run this scheme in conjunction with three participating banks. The LSC pays the interest on the loan while you are in training and up to one month afterwards, then you become responsible for repaying the loan, including interest.  For further details contact Career Development Loans (refer to section 9 Useful contacts).  

Note: Career Development Loans are not available to students studying in Northern Ireland.

Trusts and charitable support

Some national and local organisations, including charities, offer grants to students studying certain subjects or who have a particular disability. Your local library may hold a list of trusts or your college may be able to give you details. Skill also produces an information booklet called Funding from charitable trusts, with details of trusts and advice on how to apply. 

You could also contact the Educational Grants Advisory Service. To use the service, students must write to EGAS to request an information form and they must enclose a self-addressed envelope. EGAS replies to all letters. 

EGAS, 501-505 Kingsland Road, London E8 4AU

Tel:  020 7254 6251.
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Independent specialist colleges and funding

If the type of education or support you need is not available at your local FE college, it may be possible for you to go to a specialist or residential college. You need to approach your personal adviser (PA) from Connexions or Careers Scotland for further assistance. 

Who pays for a place at a specialist college?

There is sometimes confusion about which agency should pay for places for people over 16 in specialist schools and colleges.

England and Wales

If your disability-related needs can be met at a local ‘sector’ college or school, then it is unlikely you will receive government funding for a place at a specialist college. However, the LSC has a duty to fund a specialist place for a student under the age of 19 whose needs cannot be met in a ‘sector’ college or school. It also has the power to fund a specialist place for a student between the ages of 19 and 25 whose needs cannot be met elsewhere. The local authority will fund a place for a student who stays on at a special school between the ages of 16 and 19, where this is set out in their transition plan.

Social Services may pay or contribute towards a place at a residential college in cases where the provision includes a large care component.
Scotland 

You may be able to get funding for a placement in an independent specialist college through a bursary from the education department of your local council.

Northern Ireland 

You may be able to get funding for a placement in an independent specialist college elsewhere in the British Isles if your needs cannot be met at an FE college. The funding for a placement would come from your local ELB.
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Social Security Benefits

If you receive benefits, you will need to notify the benefits agency before you begin a course as this is considered a change of circumstance. In addition, it might be a good idea to consult with a benefits advisor to ensure you are getting all the benefits for which you are eligible.

Disability Living Allowance (DLA)

Generally speaking, study should not affect your Disability Living Allowance (DLA) as it is a benefit to meet your home needs and is not related to your study. However, DLA may be affected if: 

· you are attending a residential college where care is provided as part of the service, then the care component of your DLA may be stopped (but you should continue to get some care support for any time you are at home).

· you have been assessed as being unable to do something eg unable to prepare a meal, but you are doing a catering course, then the care component may be stopped.

Income Support

Certain students, including some disabled students, may be eligible for Income Support whilst studying.  As a disabled student, the main ways you can apply for Income Support are if you qualify for a disability premium or if you have been incapable of work for a continuous period of at least 28 weeks.  If you are in receipt of Income Support and are attending a residential college you may be asked to contribute part or all of your benefits. This generally depends on who is paying for your residential placement.

Refer to Skill’s information booklet Income Support for disabled students for further information.

Housing Benefit 

You can claim Housing Benefit and study full-time or part-time. For full-time study, the main ways of claiming are if you qualify for a disability premium, or if you receive Income Support or Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance. You can get Housing Benefit if you live in accommodation owned by the college, eg Halls of Residence.

For more information, please refer to Skill’s information booklet Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit for disabled students.

Receiving benefits as ‘incapable of work’

Students who are under 19 and receive Incapacity Benefit are only allowed to do up to 21 hours of mainstream education per week (this does not include any specialist support or study time involved). Aside from this, there is no rule stating you are unable to get Incapacity Benefit whilst you are studying. Sometimes the Jobcentre Plus/Benefits Agency may presume that as you are studying or are planning to study, you may no longer be ‘incapable of work’.  This is not automatically the case.  

If you are in receipt of Incapacity Benefit and you are attending a residential college you may be asked to contribute part or all of your benefits. This generally depends on who is paying for your residential placement.

Refer to Skill’s information booklet Studying and claiming benefits as ‘incapable of work’ for further information.
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Further information 

Information from Skill

Skill produces a range of information booklets and publications.  Disabled students can order up to five booklets free charge; additional booklets and those ordered by professionals have a charge of £2.50 per booklet.  All information booklets are available on Skill’s website at www.skill.org.uk/info/infosheets.asp.
Each year Skill publishes a more in depth guide to FE funding called Financial Assistance for students with disabilities in further education.  It costs £2.50 to disabled students or £6.50 to professionals or organisations working with disabled students.  Contact Skill to order this publication or order online at https://secure.skill.org.uk/index.asp.

Other information sources

Refer to the relevant organisation in section 9 Useful contacts, for contact information for the following publications.

The Educational Grants Directory This is available from the Directory of Social Change. It provides information on funding from charities and companies. Priced publication.

Financial help for students This leaflet is published by the Department for Education and Skills (DfES) and is available at www.dfes.gov.uk/financialhelp.
Funding Guidance: Placement for Learners with Learning

Difficulties and/or Disabilities at Specialist Colleges 2006/07 This publication is produced by the LSC and is available at
www.lsc.gov.uk/National/Documents/SubjectListing/FundingLearning/FurtherEducation
Finding Practical Solutions to Complex Needs Consultation on Arrangements for Supported Further Education Places and Funding for Students with Complex Needs. Produced by the Scottish Executive and available at 
www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/54357/0013555.pdf

Guidance to the Learning and Skills Council on Meeting the Needs of Learners with Learning Difficulties and/or Disabilities This guidance is produced by the DfES and is available on Skill’s website at www.skill.org.uk/news/policy/ldd.asp
Helping You to Meet the Costs of Learning: Funding for Disabled Students

Produced by the Scottish Executive and available at 
www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/55971/0016196.pdf

Money to Learn: Financial help for adults in further education This leaflet is published by the DfES and available at www.lifelonglearning.co.uk/moneytolearn.
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Useful contacts

Adult Learning Grant

www.adultlearninggrant.com

Benefits Enquiry Line for people with disabilities

England, Scotland, Wales: 

Tel: 0800 882 200 (open Monday to Friday, 8:30am - 6:30pm and Saturday, 9am - 1pm) 

Textphone: 0800 243 355

You can find benefit information on the Department for Work and Pensions website at www.dwp.gov.uk

Northern Ireland: 

Tel: 0800 220 674 (open Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm)

Textphone: 0800 243 787 

You can find benefit information on the Department for Social Development NI website at www.dsdni.gov.uk 

Career Development Loans

Information Line: 0800 585 505 (open every day, 8am -10pm)

Website: www.lifelonglearning.co.uk/cdl

Connexions Services

Connexions Direct tel: 0808 001 3219 (open every day, 8am -2am) 

Website: www.connexions-direct.com

Department for Education and Skills (DfES)

Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, Westminster, 
London SW1P 3BT

Student Support Tel: 0800 731 9133 

Textphone: 0800 210 280

E-mail (gen): info@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 

Website: www.dfes.gov.uk 

Department of Employment and Learning

(DEL, Northern Ireland)

FE Student Finance, DELNI, Adelaide House, 39-49 Adelaide Street, Belfast BT2 8FD

Helpline: 0845 601 7646 (open Monday to Friday, 8.00am – 6.00pm)

Education Maintenance Allowance enquiries: 028 9025 7706 (open Monday to Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm)
Website: www.delni.gov.uk
Direct government 

Website for disabled people and further education: www.direct.gov.uk/DisabledPeople/EducationAndTraining/FurtherEducation/fs/en 

Website for young people aged 11-16 (includes information for disabled people):

www.direct.gov.uk/YoungPeople/fs/en 
Directory of Social Change
Books department, 24 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2DP

Tel: 08450 777 707

Fax: 020 7391 4804

E-mail: books@dsc.org.uk
Website: www.dsc.org.uk

Education and Library Boards (Northern Ireland)

Details of local education and library boards can be found on the DELNI website at: 

www.delni.gov.uk/index/further-and-higher-education/further-education/fe-education-and-library-boards.htm
LearnDirect

Tel/textphone: 0800 100 900 (8am to 10pm 7 days per week)

Website: www.learndirect.co.uk

Learndirect Scotland
FREEPOST SCO5775, PO Box 25249, Glasgow G3 8XN

Tel: 0808 100 9000 (open Monday to Friday, 7.30am - 11pm and Saturday and Sunday, 9am - 6pm)
E-mail: info@learndirectscotland.com 
Website: www.learndirectscotland.com

Learning and Skills Council (LSC)

Cheylesmore House, Quinton Road, Coventry CV1 2WT

Tel: 0845 019 4170

Fax: 024 7649 3600
General enquiries: 0870 900 6800 

E-mail: info@lsc.gov.uk 

Website: www.lsc.gov.uk 
National Council for Education and Training for Wales

Linden Court, The Orchards, Ilex Close, Llanishen 

Cardiff CF14 5DZ

Tel: 029 2076 1861

Fax: 029 2076 3163

Website: www.elwa.org.uk

Scottish Funding Council

Donaldson House, 97 Haymarket Terrace, 
Edinburgh EH12 5HD

Tel: 0131 313 6500

Email: info@sfc.ac.uk 

Website: www.sfc.ac.uk
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