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Lifetracks - Skill


This information is available in alternative formats on request, see contact details below

About Lifetracks

There are 7.2m young people aged 16-25 in the UK today and 16% of them are not currently in employment, education or training. Lifetracks aims to tackle this growing issue by giving 500,000 young people across the UK the support they need to (re)engage with some form of work, study or training. 

Lifetracks is an ambitious three-year programme funded by a £6.5m grant from the Vodafone UK Foundation and v Match Fund. It combines on-the-ground and online services to provide young people with the support and information they need to make informed choices about their future and engage in education, training or employment. The programme is for all young people but is also targeted to reach some of the most disadvantaged and disengaged young people in the UK, specifically: 
· Young offenders and those at risk of offending;

· Young homeless people and those at risk of homelessness; 

· Young people with disabilities and learning difficulties.

The programme will be delivered in consortium by The Foyer Federation, Rathbone, Skill and YouthNet and consists of five key areas of activity, targeting and supporting young people throughout the UK.

i) Lifetracks Engagement teams - reaching young offenders and the most disengaged 16-25 year olds in their communities; in parks, on the streets, and in estates.

ii) Lifetracks Workshops run in Foyers across the UK - engaging and inspiring homeless young people or those at risk of homelessness by providing them with intensive coaching, face-to-face support and peer advice.

iii) Lifetracks Helplines - giving disabled or in need 16-25 year olds a wealth of information and advice through bespoke telephone, SMS (text messaging), online and email support.
iv) Lifetracks Website – providing young people with immediate access to information and advice under one virtual roof using the latest media to give young people a unique, exciting and inspiring online experience.

v) Lifetracks Volunteers programme - engaging a UK-wide network of young volunteers who will develop, support, and share the programme with, and for, their peers.

Lifetracks Volunteers underpins the entire programme and sits at the heart of its success.
Skill calls on organisations in London and Birmingham, Essex and Somerset to take up the challenge and join us in breaking down the barriers which often prevent young disabled people volunteering.    

Skill: National Bureau for Students with Disabilities is a national charity promoting opportunities for young people and adults with any kind of impairment in post-16 education, training, employment and volunteering. As part of the Life Choices programme, and building on the success of previous work on volunteering, Skill is now launching its latest project, Lifetracks - Skill.

About Lifetracks - Skill 

Lifetracks - Skill aims to support and empower 540 young disabled people, aged 16-25years old, to volunteer in their local community, and engage 100 voluntary organisations, with and without disability remits, to involve disabled volunteers.

The project aims to provide new volunteer support to under-resourced small and diverse urban and rural organisations in London and Birmingham, Essex and Somerset. 

We want to bring a range of opportunities to our young participants, with a focus on choice. We also want to identify flexible and supported work experience opportunities through volunteering that are not necessarily available in the workplace. We are particularly keen to involve organisations working within our diverse communities. 

How Skill can support you

Skill has a successful record of working with volunteer-involving organisations and community led volunteering groups or projects and understands the concerns you may have about involving young disabled people as volunteers.  

As part of the project your organisation will have access to our two dedicated  Outreach Workers.  They will be available to provide hands-on support and practical advice, if required, and will also work with you in supporting and supervising all newly-recruited disabled volunteers.

Promoting volunteering

Organisations and volunteers will be encouraged to share their stories at local events and Skill will use a range of media outlets to promote your stories of positive volunteering by young disabled people. The project will culminate in a national event to celebrate all volunteers directly or indirectly involved in the project and to share learning through Skill and our partner networks.

Interested?

If your organisation would like to get involved in Lifetracks - Skill you can download a questionnaire from the skill website www.skill.org.uk or contact:
Lisa Price

Lisa2@skill.org.uk
Tel: 0759 564 5027 (mobile)

(London/Essex)

 

Gary Clarke

Gary@skill.org.uk
Tel: 0776 619 2616 (mobile)

(Birmingham/Somerset)
If you would like to talk about your participation on the project please let us know in the space provided on the questionnaire. 
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